October 9, 2023
To: OHCHR
To: The CEDAW Committee of the United Nations (also the Children’s Committee)

To: The Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council and especially the Special Rapporteur on
Violence against Women and the Working Group on Discrimination against Women and Girls (also WG
on Enforced Disappearances).

Re: An urgent call for your immediate action to free all the Israeli and other citizens who were
kidnapped by the Hamas terror organization and, in particular, to do everything in your power to put
an end to the vicious and inhumane capture, violence, torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading

treatment of women and girls, children and infants.
1. We, the undersigned, law professors from around the globe, appeal to your urgent consideration.

2. For the last few days, the citizens of the State of Israel have been under a murderous and barbaric
attack, with Hamas using the same terror tactics as ISIS, and these were apparently condoned by the

leadership of Hamas which is the de facto representative of the Gaza Strip.

3. Hamas fighters took control of kibbutzim and towns and then went from house to house and
slaughtered entire families. They raided an outdoor party attended by crowds of young civilians,
slaughtering and capturing them indiscriminately, hunting them down as they fled and shooting
them leaving behind 260 bodies of young people.

4. During the attack, Hamas kidnapped an unknown number of people including elderly people,
women, children and infants. The photos and videos, documented by the perpetrators or by
witnesses, that have already been published on social media and in international media of
kidnapped mothers with children, elderly men and women, bleeding women, and the body of a
naked woman - are shocking and devastating - bringing a CNN reporter to tears.

5. Hamas is hiding the identity of most of the abductees, their location, their medical condition and their
fate. The abductees are defined according to international law as victims of enforced disappearance.
That is as defined in the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance (2006) and in the United Nations Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance (A/RES/47/133). These acts constitute blatant violations of international
human rights law and humanitarian law, amounting to war crimes and crimes against humanity.
International human rights law obligations to release civilian hostages, including women, girls, children

and babies, and to treat them humanely in the interim, apply equally to all parties to a conflict.

6. Beyond the fact that there is a real and imminent danger that the abductees will continue to be tortured,
raped and murdered, there is also a real fear that Hamas will trade the Israeli abductees with other
Palestinian terrorist organizations (it has already announced that 30 of them have been handed to the
Islamic Jihad) and even to terrorist organizations in other countries, which will increase the difficulty of
tracing and releasing them.

7. It seems that among the abductees there are non-Jews as well as Jews, those with Canadian, US, EU,
the Philippines and Thai citizenships as well as Israeli citizens.



8. Therefore, and in the hope and in prayer that it is still not too late - we call for your immediate action to
free, in any way possible, all the Isracli and other citizens who were kidnapped by Hamas and have

disappeared.

9. In the name of international law and humanity, we hope that you will do everything in your power to
end these vicious and blatant acts of extreme violence against women and girls from a few months old to

85 years old.

For some of the photos and videos, documented by the perpetrators or by witnesses, published on social
media, see: Link 1, Link 2, Link 3, Link 4

Sincerely,
Title First Name Last Name Affiliation
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1 Prof. Frances Raday Hebrew University of Jerusalem
2 Prof. Orna Ben-Naftali College of Management
3 Prof. Yifat Bitton Achva College
4 Dr. Ronit Donyets Kedar College of Law and Business
5 Prof. Sandra Fredman University of Oxford, UK
6 Prof. Ruth Halperin-Kaddari Bar-Ilan University
7 Prof. Shelly Kreiczer-Levy College of Law and Business
8 Prof. Judith Resnik Yale Law School, US
9 Dr. Rottem Rosenberg-Rubins College of Law and Business
10 Prof. Gila Stopler College of Law and Business
11 Prof. Yofi Tirosh Tel-Aviv University
12 Prof. Zvi Triger College of Management
13 Prof. Rivka Weill Reichman University
14 Dr. Ronit Levine-Schnur Reichman University
15 Dr. Renana Keydar Hebrew University of Jerusalem
16 Dr. Anat Rosenberg Reichman University
17 Dr. Ayelet Hoffmann Libson Reichman University
18 Prof. Eli Salzberger University of Haifa
19 Prof. Sharon Rabin Margalioth Reichman University
20 Prof. Yoav Sapir Tel-Aviv University
2 oD Meital Pinto Zefat Academic College; Ono
22 Prof. Eli Bukspan Reichman University
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Harvard Law School (emeritus)
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California Western School of Law
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School of Law
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Sapir Academic College

Harvard Law School
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Columbia University Law School
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Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
Ohio State University
Western New England School of Law

Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore

William S. Boyd School of Law at the
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
School of Law, Birkbeck, University of
London

Cardozo School of Law, New York
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William S. Boyd School of Law at
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Bar-Ilan University

National Defense University (signing in
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Cleveland State University, College of
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Drexel University, Kline School of Law
University of Missouri School of Law
Harvard Law School
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LMU Loyola Law School

UNLYV William S. Boyd School of Law
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Netanya College School of Law

Faculty of Law, Western University,
Canada
Loyola University Chicago School of
Law
Temple University Beasley School of
Law

Western New England School of Law
Harvard Law School

California Western Law School

George Washington University Law
School
Georgia State University College of
Law

University of Alabama School of Law
University of Alabama School of Law
University of Alabama School of Law
Netanya Academic College
University of Toronto
University of Baltimore
University of Oregon

Loyola Chicago School of Law

DePaul University College of Law
Netanya academic college
Bar Ilan Law School
Netanya Academic College, Israel

Netanya Academic college, Israel

Loyola University of Chicago School of
Law

Columbia Law School
Univ. of Houston Law Center
Rutgers Law School
Univ. of Michigan Law
Netanya Academic College, Israel
UC Law San Francisco
Univ of San Diego

Drake University
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Schwartz
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DePaul University College of Law

University of Alabama School of Law

Case Western Reserve University
School of Law

DePaul University College of Law

Capital University Law School

Michigan State University College of
Law

Cardozo Law School
University of Akron School of Law
Harvard Law School
Universidade Catodlica Portuguesa
Cornell Law School
Netanya Academic College

University of Maryland

The University of Alabama School of
Law

DePaul University College of Law

Touro University Jacob D. Fuchsberg
Law Center

Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law
University of San Diego School of Law

Harvard Law School

West Virginia University College of
Law

Cardozo Law School

The University of of Alabama School of
Law

Loyola University Chicago School of
Law

SMU Dedman School of Law
Cardozo Law School
Georgia State Univ. College of Law

University of Texas School of Law

George Washington University Law
School

St. John’s Univ. School of Law
Univ. of Texas School of Law

DePaul University College of Law

University of Southern California,
Gould School of Law

University of Texas School of Law
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University of Texas School of Law

NYU

Loyola-University Chicago School of
Law

Fordham University School of Law

Northwestern Pritzker School of Law

University of California at Berkeley
School of Law

St. John’s University School of Law

Studiorum University of Bologna

University of California College of
Law, San Francisco

Ono Academic College
The University of California
BYU Law (for identification only)
Boston Univ. School of Law
Hofstra Law

Cardozo Law School

Univ. of Maryland Carey School of
Law

University of Texas School of Law
Northwestern Pritzker
UCLA School of Law
University of Pittsburgh School of Law
Reichman University
UCLA School of Law

The Catholic University of America

Northwestern University Pritzker
School of Law

DePaul University College of Law
The Catholic University of America
Netanya Academic College

University of Oregon School of Law

University of Maryland Carey School of
Law

Saint Louis University School of Law

The Catholic University of America,
Columbus School of Law

University of Texas School of Law

St. John’s University School of Law
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Bard
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Boyd School of Law at University of
Nevada, Las Vegas
Saint Louis University School of Law,
St. Louis, Missouri, USA

University of Chicago Law School
Southwestern Law School, Los Angeles
City University of New York
Santa Clara University School of Law
City University of New York
Southwestern Law School Los Angeles
Berkeley Law, University of California
UC Law San Francisco

The Ohio State University

University of Maryland Carey School of
Law

Baruch College, City University of New
York

California Western School of Law
Southwestern Law School
Northwesten Pritzker School of Law
Masaryk University
Monash University
Berkeley Law

Monash University

University of Maryland Carey School of
Law

Loyola University New Orleans
Cardozo School of Law, New York City
Monash University
Monash University
St. John’s University, New York
Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Radboud University, Nijmegen

University of Oxford
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Subotnik
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Polcz
Lewyn
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Fried
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Silver
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Arnow-Richman
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Cover
Stinneford
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Ross
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The Hebrew University Jerusalem
NYU

Harvard Law School

University of Maryland Carey School of
Law

City University of New York (CUNY)
St. John’s Univ. School of Law

Villanova University

George Washington University Law
School

Touro Law Center
Widener Commonwealth Law School
The University of Texas School of Law
The University of Texas School of Law
Touro University School of Law

Faculty of Law, University of Toronto

University of Florida Levin College of
Law

Heinrich-Heine-Universitit Diisseldorf

Harvard Law School

Harvard Law School & University of
Florida Levin College of Law
Loyola University Chicago School of
Law
The University of Alabama School of
Law

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
University of Michigan Law School
Catholic Univesrity Law School
University of Texas at Austin
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Widener Law Commonwealth

University of Florida Levin College of
Law

University of Florida, Levin College of
Law

University of Florida Levin College of
Law

University of Florida Levin College of
Law

iversity of Illinois College of Law

University of Texas School of Law
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Marcy
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ollege, Zicklin School of Business, City
of New York (CUNY) and Fordham Law
School

University of Florida Levin College of
Law

Rutgers Law School
SMU Dedman School of Law

e University Fox School of Business

UNSW Sydney Faculty of Law &
Justice

University of Houston Law Center

Case Western Reserve University
School of Law

sity of Florida Levin College of Law
UC Berkeley Law School
University of Houston Law Center
FIU College of Law
University of Houston Law Center
University of Houston Law Center
University of Alberta Faculty of Law
LMU Loyola Law School
University of Chicago
Drake University Law School
Lincoln Alexander School of Law
University of Reading
Georgetown University Law

Loyola Law School

University of Maryland Carey School of
Law

University of Houston Law Center
(signed in individual capacity)

Boston College Law School

University of Arkansas School of Law

Temple University Beasley School of
Law

Notre Dame Law School
Boston College Law School
Essex Law School
Kog¢ Law School
University of Houston Law Center

University of Goettingen
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University of Houston Law Center
University of Sydney Law School
University Halle-Wittenberg
Stockholm University, Faculty of Law

University of Glasgow, School of Law

Stockholm University
Faculty of Law

University of Gottingen
Elon University School of Law
University of Florida
Boston University School of Law
University of Miami School of Law

SMU Dedman School of Law

Northern Illinois University College of
Law

University of Virginia School of Law
University of Virginia School of Law
University of Houston Law Center
Yale Law School
Tel Aviv University Faculty of Law
University of Virginia School of Law
Stockholm University
Stockholm University

Mercer University

DePaul University College of Law -
International Human Rights Law
Institute

New York Law School

University of San Francisco Law
School

University of Winchester, UK
Oxford University
Tel Aviv University

Suffolk University Law School, Boston

University of Florida Levin College of
Law

SAIC
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Tamar
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Jon
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Tamar
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Jennifer
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Nadia
Elisabeth
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Sari
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Wendy
Mark
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Wered

Megan

Gertner

Smelcer
Herzfeld Olsson
Musalo

Krebs
Gidron

Ilizarova
Ramsden
Bauer
Rosenbloom
Miller
Gidron
Goodman
Mascott
Sherr
Schwartz
Bublick
Ahmad
Gording Stang
Braithwaite
Marrus
Gamage
Atwood
Diskin
Graben
Bunting
Epstein
Vlasic
Tsesis
Draper
Ben-Sade

Davis

US District Court, D.Mass., senior
lecturer,
Harvard Law School
Georgia State University College of
Law

Stockholm University
UC Law SF

Deakin University

Law Faculty, Zefat Academic College
& College of Management Academic
Studies
Sackler School Of Medicine , Tel Aviv
University

Chinese University of Hong Kong

University of Connecticut School of
Law

Albany Law School
Western University, Faculty of Law
Zefat Academic College
Chicago-Kent College of Law
George Mason University
IALS, London University
University of Colorado
University of Arizona
Barry University
OsloMet
Australian National University

University of Houston Law Center

Indiana University, Bloomington,
Maurer School of Law
University of Arizona James E. Rogers
College of Law
The Joseph Sagol Neuroscience Center
- Sheba Tel HaShomer, ISrael

Toronto Metropolitan University
Stetson University College of Law
DePaul University College of Law

Georgetown University

Florida State University College of Law

Texas Southern University - Thurgood
Marshall School of Law

Bar Ilan University

University of Houston Law Center



