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"similarresults do not usually occurthrough abnormal causes; and therecurrence
of asimilarresult(hereinthe shape of anunlawfulact)tends(increasingly witheach
instance) to negative accident or inadvertence or self defence or good faith or
otherinnocent mental state, and tends to establish (provisionally, at least, though
not certainly) the presence of the normal, i.e. criminal, intent accompanying such
an act; and the force of each additional instance will vary in each kind of offence
according to the probability that the act could be repeated, within a limited time
and under given circumstances, with aninnocent intent”. 1€
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